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The premise

0 Climate change poses significant challenges to our
moral judgment systems

1 Recent work in moral psychology has a lot to offer
our understanding of climate change beliefs




Is climate change an ethical issue?

00 Normatively: yes
Actions of some harm others living now and in future
Those least responsible bear greatest burden

Mis-appropriation of common resource (atmosphere) by
rich individuals and nations

1 Descriptively: unknown

What do non-experts believe?




Some preliminary studies

o Two samples, taken in Winter and Fall 2010
N = 500 for each sample
University of Oregon undergraduates
0 Primary question: Do you consider climate change to
be an ethical /moral issue?
Yes, No, Don’t know /unsure
1" sample also asked open-ended follow-up

0 Also asked suite of climate change belief and
concern items, MFQ30
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Other findings

0 Significant differences in concern, efficacy, and
responsibility as function of ethics beliefs

01 Controlling for ideology, no differences on any
MFQ scales as function of ‘CC ethics’




Moral psychological insights

0 Climate change may activate moral judgment
Clear harm- and fairness-related concerns

Centrality of moral values and temporal construal
01 Certain features may inhibit moral judgment

Unclear intentionality and causal structure
m Caused by everyday actions of ordinary people
Intergenerational decision-making

Infrequently framed in non-harm, non-fairness moral
terms




Discussion

-1 Considerable variation in people’s moral judgments
about climate change

Complex issves like climate change pose difficulties for
our motral judgment systems

' Can climate change be framed in ways that generate
novel moral intuitions?
Climate change as religious issue

Climate change as an issue of purity, protecting the in-group
and /or respect for authority

o1 Broader implications for moral psychology
How do all the pieces fit together?




Future directions

0 ldentify role of morality beliefs (including
responsibility) in motivating action on climate
change

01 Explore generation and transmission of moral
judgments regarding climate change

1 Better integrate insights from moral philosophy with
research in moral, social (cognitive) psychologies
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Questions?

Contact info:
Ezra Markowitz

University of Oregon
emarkowi@uoregon.edu
http:/ /pages.uoregon.edu/emarkowi
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CC ethical among participants who

believe CC is happening (Study 2)
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CC ethical issue x ideology
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Relation to other CC beliefs, concern

% &

Mean score

Concern Efficacy Responsibility Complexity

Note: all omnibus Fs (2, 431) > 5, all ps < .01
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